Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 





—_— UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

A { [Ad CONSUMER AND MARKETING SERVICE 
MARKET NEWS SECTION — COTTON DIVISION . » 9) 
P.O.8OX17723 MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 38117 se: 





» tt BLY 
\gietiin 


United States Cotton Zuality Report For Ginnings Prior To October 7 1970 


Vol. 44, No. 2 October 9, 1970 


Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to October 1 this season contained a record-high pro- 
portion of 1-1/16" cotton, according to the Department of Agriculture, Consumer and Marketing Service. 
About one-half of the total ginnings was in this length. Middling and higher White grades accounted 
for the smallest proportion of ginnings through September 30 on record. The Light Spotted grades 
comprised a much higher percentage of this season's ginnings prior to October 1 than a year earlier. 
Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 premium range accounted for 80 percent of ginnings against 76 percent a 
year ago. Fiber strength averaged 85,000 pounds per square inch compared with 87,000 pounds last 
season. 


Average Staple Longer 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 33.4 thirty-seconds 
inches. This compares with 33.2 thirty-seconds inches in the same period a year ago. The lengths 
1-1/16" and longer comprised 68 percent of ginnings through September 30 against 64 percent in the 
corresponding period last season. Cotton stapling 1-1/16" accounted for 53 percent of total ginnings, 
the highest percentage on record. The staples one inch and 1-1/32", combined, were equivalent to 20 
percent of this season's ginnings through September 30 compared with 17 percent in the same period a 
year ago. Cotton shorter than 1" accounted for 12 percent of ginnings prior to October 1 compared 
with 19 percent in the preceding season. 


Grade Index Lower 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 91.4 (Middling White = 100) 
compared with 93.3 in the corresponding period last season. Middling and higher White grades were e- 
quivalent to a record low proportion - 16 percent - of total ginnings through September 30. Strict 
Low Middling Plus and lower White grades comprised 48 percent of this season's ginnings compared with 
53 percent a year earlier. The Light Spotted grades accounted for 33 percent of ginnings through the 
end of September against 22 percent a year ago. 


Micronaire and Fiber Strength 


The average mike reading of cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 4.5 compared with 4.6 in 
the same period a year ago. Cotton miking in the 3.5 to 4.9 category accounted for 80 percent of gin- 
nings through September 30 compared with 76 percent last season. The fiber strength of cotton ginned 
prior to October 1 averaged 85,000 pounds per square inch compared with 87,000 pounds a year ago. 
Cotton in the 80,000 to 89,000 range comprised 69 percent of ginnings, the same as last season and 
cotton stronger than 90,000 pounds accounted for 16 percent of ginnings against 28 percent a year 
earlier. 


Total Ginnings 


Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season totaled 1,122,000 bales, according to the Bureau of the 
Census. This compares with ginnings of 1,609,000 bales to the same date last season and 1,414,000 
bales two years ago. Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was equivalent to about 11 percent 
of the indicated 1970 crop against 16 percent a year earlier. Ginnings were running below last sea- 
son's rate in all but the southeastern area of the belt. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to October 1, 1970 with 1969 comparisons, by states 1/ 





Grade reductions 


State Grass Total reductions 


1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 
North Carolina 16.6 14.6 - - - - NOR O6 14.6 
South Carolina Gols 14.0 0.2 - a - eS 14.0 
Georgia Was Pie) * 0.2 an * TS Was) 
Florida 26.3 130 ~ - - 0.4 Aas s. 13.4 
Alabama 5.6 8.0 ~ = 566 8.0 
Mississippi Wo eo) * Bs al Ose On 2 ne ae 
Tennessee Ove On x OFZ s Oe Onn 
Missouri ae Cron - - a - Le one 
Arkansas i 4.5 Oe al Cre O-L . Core 4.6 
Louisiana Ce Sia) _ - - - Be Sa 
Oklahoma - (Gj al - ~ - - - eiaae 
Texas ao 3.0 0.9 CeO * = 2e0 6.4 
New Mexico 5.4 - - - - ~ 5.4 ~ 
Arizona Srws Se) Do - Ded - 9.0 32.0) 
California ne onl hd - a On7 Dae 2.8 
Other - Lo. © - - - - - toa 0) 
United States Se Onc 0.4 es be . 4.3 0 





1/ Preliminary. 
a Less than 0.05 percent. 


